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Key points for developing water discharge measurement techniques
using ADCP from field engineers’ perspective
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Acoustic  Current Profilers (ADCP) are the only device that can measure three dimensional velocity profiles and
river bed conditions even during flooding. To fully exert ADCP, it is extremely important to understand their
limitations and employ peripheral devices (PDs) effectively. The limitations of ADCP originate from an
assumption commonly seen in similar devices. This paper presents flow types which can be measured by ADCP
with the limitations, the appropriate usage of PDs combined with ADCP, as well as few technical aspects related to

obtaining water discharge values.
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